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cs tu, Deus noster," (<£ In sooth there exists something
than which nothing greater can be thought, as also it
cannot be thought that it exists not, and this, our God,
art Thou ")„ The logical weakness of the ontological argu-
ment is so obvious that it even requires psychological
explanation to show how a mind like Anselm's could
advance such an argument. The immediate ground can
be sought in the general psychological disposition of
realism, namely in the fact that there were not only a
class of men, but, in keeping with the current of the age,
also certain groups of men who laid their accent of value
upon the idea, so that the idea represented for them a
higher reality or life-value than the reality of individual
things* Hence it seemed simply impossible to concede
that what to them was most valuable and significant should
not also really exist Indeed, they had the most striking
proof of its efficacy to their very hands; since it is evident
that their lives, thoughts, and feelings were wholly orien-
tated to this point of view. The invisibility of the idea"
matters little by the side of its extraordinary efficacy', which
in fact is a reality. They had an ideal and not a sensa-
tional concept of reality,
A contemporary opponent of Anselm, Gaunilo, objected,
it is true, that the oft-recurring idea of the Islands of the
Blessed (after the manner of Phseacia; Jlorner, OcL viii)
does not necessarily prove their actual existence, This
objection is palpably reasonable* Not a few objections of
this nature were raised in the course of centuries, which,
however, in no way hindered the survival of the onto-
logical argument even clown to quite recent times; for
it still found representatives in the nineteenth century
in Ilogcl, Fichte, and Lotze. Contradictions of this kind
are not to be ascribed to some peculiar defect in logic
or to an even greater infatuation for one side or the other,
That would be absurd, Rather is it a matter of deep-

